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Welcome to the only newsletter for Amateur radio across all the Hawaiian Islands. Please send in any events or topics and 

be a contributor for your islands to KH6OWL@arrl.net. 

 

In this issue learn about the Board of Water Supply Amateur radio operators and tips on using 

repeaters. We talk about how to send a text to any cell phone using APRS, politics and religion on the 

air and the MESH network comes to Hawaii. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Upcoming Amateur Radio Classes:  
 

Oahu: http://www.earchi.org/education/  

 

Are you looking to take the FCC Amateur Radio exam? You can register at this website. http://hameducation.org/register/  

 

The group supporting ZOOM based Amateur Radio Exams have settled into a weekly testing schedule, Saturdays at 6pm. 

They will even make accommodations for candidates that have personal scheduling problems.  

Anyone interested in testing just register online at, 

http://hameduation.org 

 

 

Amateur Radio Licensing Classes 

The same logon leads to ZOOM classes for students interested in acquiring Technician or General licenses. Four 

Technician classes are planned starting Feb 10, Feb 22, April 12, and September 20. One General class begins February 

25. 

 

For details click the “Classes” button on http://hameducation.org. Click HERE for FEB EARC Class Information 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Beginners Corner 
 

Website for new hams. Click Here 

Ham Radio School: The Basics 

 

Another good site for coax cable can be found here. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Around the Islands 

Oahu: The Emergency Amateur Radio Club website can be found by clicking here.   

 

Maui: Repeaters on Maui 

The Maui Amateur Radio Club website can be found by clicking here. The Club is meeting on-the-air and/or via ZOOM 

until further notice. 
 

Big Island: Repeaters on the Big Island  

 

The Big Island Amateur Radio Club website can be found by clicking here. 

 

Kauai Repeaters on Kauai  The Kauai Amateur Radio club website can be found by clicking here. 

 

Lania: Repeaters on Lanai 

 

Molokai: Repeaters on Molokai 
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DMR Hawaii State Wide every Saturday. More information can be found at DMR  NET; and Hawaii DMR Info 

 

YouTube Video:  Band Scop and Identifying Signals Visually. Click Here 

 

A fast and Efficient way to deploy a Fiberglass Mast (Thanks Michael) Click Here 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Media: Blocked from Social Media, Extremists discuss Turing to radio to plan attacks, FCC Warns. Click Here 

 

FCC issues reminder to Amateur Radio and Personal Radio Users Click Here 

 

ARRL issues email letter on the Purpose of Amateur Radio Click Here

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Automatic Packet Reporting System 

Automatic Packet Reporting System, APRS, is a fun way to transmit signals over long distance. It is not just for vehicle 

tracking and weather, although a lot of people use it for that. With the help of iGates or Digipeaters a simplex packet can 

go a long way. 

You can send messages from your Radio to any cell phone, if you know the phone number that is. To do so simply 

follow the example in the photo. 

Type in SMSGTE in the to: field at the top.  

In the message field type in @cell # and then a message. Press MSG TX in this case and check the phone.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmnhXWVnzJY&feature=emb_logo 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=aprs+for+dummies 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Politics and Religion on the Amateur Radio Bands 

 

Can you talk politics or religion on the radio? Can you use it to organize political meetings? 

Part 97 - Rules of the Amateur Radio Service 

 

There is no mention of politics or religion in part 97 except under the VEC section where it states that you can't 

discriminate against someone on the grounds of their religion. 

 

The standard that we hear is you should not discuss these topics on the air. That is just an opinion. It is a good idea not to 

discuss it but nothing in the FCC rules, which is what we go by, that says you cannot discuss it.  

 

I did a search of the Tech question pool and did not find any mention of Politics or Religion.  

 

Repeaters owners can set what rules they deem necessary.  

 

So where does this standard come from that we should not discuss it on the air? Do most operators believe it’s in the FCC 

rules? Do we help spread this rumor by thinking it is in the rules?  
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In 2008 John Devoldere, ON4UN, and Mark Demeuleneere, ON4WW, wrote a comprehensive document entitled "Ethics 

and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur." The purpose of this document was for it to become a universal 

guide on operating ethics and procedures. 

 

This document was accepted by the IARU Administrative Council as representing their view on the subject. During 

subsequent Regional IARU meetings it was emphasized that the document be made available to the Amateur Radio 

Community via all available means, at no cost, and in as many languages as possible. 

 

http://www.arrl.org/operating-ethics  

https://www.iaru-r1.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Eth-operating-IARU-ENGLISH-version3-2010-amended-2021.pdf 

 

Below is what this documents states.

Part II.7. WHAT DO YOU TALK ABOUT ON THE AMATEUR BANDS? Page 11 of the IARU book on Ethics and 

Operating Procedures 

 

II.7. WHAT DO YOU TALK ABOUT ON THE AMATEUR BANDS?  

The subjects of our communications should always be related to the amateur radio hobby. Ham radio is a hobby 

regarding the technique of radio communications in the broad sense of the term. We should not use amateur radio to pass 

along the shopping list for tonight’s dinner... 

Some subjects which are a no no in amateur radio conversations on the air are:  

•religion;  

•politics;  
•business (you can talk about your profession, but you cannot advertise for your business); 

•derogatory remarks directed at any group (ethnic, religious, racial, sexual etc.).  

•bathroom humor: if you wouldn't tell the joke to your ten year old child, don't tell it on the radio;  

•any subject that has no relation whatsoever with the ham radio hobby. 

 

Do we have to abide by these “no no” on the air communications?  

Sec. 97.113 Prohibited transmissions 

 

If we go back to Part 97 these FCC rules states no foul language but the issue is who decides what foul language is? 

FOUL and OBSCENE have been challenged over the years and it is usually tested by what is called a community 

standard. 

 

Part 97 says you can’t talk about issues that are commercial or facilitate in the operations of any business or has any 

pecuniary interest nor can we accept money or any gift of monetary value for using our radios to initiate or pass traffic for 

others. Communications, on a regular basis, which could reasonably be furnished alternatively through other radio 

services. Does this mean we can’t do a regular ham radio swap meet on the radio? (ii) An amateur operator may notify 

other amateur operators of the availability for sale or trade of apparatus normally used in an amateur station, provided that 

such activity is not conducted on a regular basis 

 

Part 97 also states we must not broadcast and must not play music and we can’t pass third party traffic to a country that 

does not have a third-party agreement with the United States. http://www.arrl.org/third-party-operating-agreements Part 

97 Sec. 97.115 Third party communications.  I think most would be surprised what countries we can’t pass traffic to and 

from.  

 

I do disagree with this part "the subjects of our communications should always be related to the amateur radio hobby." 

This seems to say we can't talk about the weather, how COVID is impacting our community, etc. Those have nothing to 

do with amateur radio but I think you should be able to talk about those things. 
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Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network MESH Comes to Hawaii 

In 2020, more than 80 Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network AREDN MESH nodes were 

deployed in Hawaii, with island amateurs connected to the amateur radio network. The AREDN 

MESH network is self-configuring -- a node added to the network automatically broadcasts its 

identity to the other nodes for connection. Installation is efficient and the system is easy to use. The 

ability to deploy go-kits with AREDN MESH radios that are added dynamically makes it one more 

digital tool for passing traffic. Hawaiian amateurs are building networks around their islands, as a 

result, are less dependent on access to high places for traditional communication systems such as 

repeaters. Islands are ringed with many short hops that provide multiple paths from one node to 

another. 

The basic system component is the AREDN MESH router, a MikroTik hAP. The term hAP refers to 

"home Access Point," an internet home router that has been "flashed" to operate in the amateur radio 

private network - at a cost of about $50 for a router. 

With a hAP connected via the internet, amateurs can begin learning about the Hawaii network. The 

next step is to add a microwave link for more independence of the internet. A pair of MikroTik SXT 

5.8 GHz radios can be added to access a "sector node" in an area or interconnect two amateurs' 

stations via microwave. One radio costs about $70. 

The IEEE recently hosted a Zoom meeting that brought a lot of information to Hawaii amateurs. Orv 

Beach, W6BI, presented an overview of mainland networks and the hardware and software 

components that comprise the network. View Beach's presentation on YouTube. Following his talk, 

Gessie Alpuro, WH6AV, gave an overview of AREDN MESH in Hawaii. As of now AllStar 

repeaters and 17 Hawaii gateways are already connected via Hawaii AREDN MESH. 

One of Alpuro's focuses has been on interconnecting AllStarLink and Winlink gateways on the Big 

Island. Hardware has been donated to Big Island Amateur Radio Club members to get the network 

started. He is working with Oahu as well as with his own island. Jim Pilgram, NH6HI, is driving the 

progress on Kauai for a truly all-Hawaii project. View Alpuro's YouTube program. 

Hawaii ARES now supports Winlink and AREDN MESH use in its exercises. Previously Clem Jung, 

KH7HO, made arrangements with the Hawaii Amateur Radio Emergency Digital Radio Network, 

Inc. (HEARDn.org, a not-for-profit corporation) to provide audio adapters and VARA software 

licenses at a reduced cost to interested amateurs. He now also has HEARDn support for AREDN 

MESH components. -- ARRL Pacific Section News 
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Amateur radio operators across the state of Hawaii as of 11 FEB 2021 
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From the JAN 2020 issue of “On the Air” Magazine from the ARRL. 
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